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For Immediate Release:
NatCen and CATS to conduct Europe’s first study of online grooming 

The sexual abuse of young people via the internet is an international problem. A recent report from the Centre for Missing and Exploited Children described 2660 incidents of adults using the internet to befriend and establish an emotional connection with a child, in order to entice him or her into meeting. As the number of young people who use the Internet to socially network with friends increases, so to does the potential for contact with sexual offenders. Yet little is know about how online groomers select their vicitims.  

Now Stephen Webster at NatCen has teamed up with the Centre for Abuse and Trauma Studies (CATS) to lead a group of experts from across Europe in a research project that will study the charachteristics and behaviour of sexual offenders who have used the internet to groom young people. The project will run until 2012 and is sponsered by the European Commission Safer Internet Plus Programme. Researchers will conduct indepth interviews with online groomers in the UK, Italy, Belgium and Norway. 

Talking about the project, Professor Julia Davidson, one of the research leaders and a co-director of CATS - a partnership between Kingston University and (with Professor Antonia Bifulco) Royal Holloway, University of London, said, “The time is right because we now have a reasonable sized cohort of offenders. We aim to explore their victim targeting practice. We suspect groomers select young people who are vulnerable but we don’t have evidence of this yet. When the study is finished we’ll be able to provide information on offender practice to schools, parents, children and internet service providers.” 
The results of this research will also inform the work of law enforcement agencies and providers of treatment services for sexual offenders as well as the risk management strategies of policy makers. 
Notes to Editors

1  NatCen is Britain’s largest independent social research organisation which aims to promote a better informed society through high quality social research (www.natcen.ac.uk).

      2    The Centre for Abuse and Trauma Studies (CATS) 

The Centre for Abuse and Trauma Studies (CATS) brings together expertise from Royal Holloway, University of London, and Kingston University, in South West London. It aims to further the understanding, treatment and policy implications of abuse and trauma and its consequences. CATS provides media advice, research and consultancy work across a broad range of issues including child and family abuse, bullying and victimisation, forensic science, internet abuse, internet safety, psychological disorders, Government policy and legal perspectives associated with abuse and trauma.  The centre is led by Professor Antonia Bifulco, from the Lifespan Research Group, Health and Social Care Department, at Royal Holloway, University of London, and Professor Julia Davidson, from the Department of Criminology and Sociology, at Kingston University. www.cats-rp.org.uk   

3. 
The research is being led by Stephen Webster from NatCen; Professor Julia Davidson, from Kingston University, in South West London; and Professor Antonia Bifulco, from Royal Holloway, University of London. The EU partner researchers also working on the project are Professor Petter Gottschalk, from BI Norwegian School of Management; Professor Thierry Pham, from University Mons-Hainault, Belgium and Profesor Vincenzo Caretti, University Palermo, Italy.   

Contacts
Emma Cutting (NatCen Press Officer)

Stephen Webster, leas researcher at NatCen

0207 549 9563
e.cutting@natcen.ac.uk
To interview Professor Davidson about the research or for further information about CATS, please feel free to call her directly on 07946 808 095, or alternatively please call Alison Barbuti, Kingston University Press Office on 0208 417 3034 or email press@kingston.ac.uk.  
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